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Missile Gap~-

'

Nonexisfent,.
Dulles Says !

TheSan Diego Union’s
Washington Bureau

. ““Codley News Service ;

WASHINGTON There;

mover was & missile or bomb-!

¢r gap during the 1930s, -ag-

cording to, Allen V.. Dujles
g ?m%ft e Cefitl!

1
j
S
E

former 8fre
Intelligence Agency.
Democratic  “charges tha
the Risenhowér -administ
tion had allowed Russia
take the lead in the develdf:,
ment of intercontinental bai
listics $missiles =~ became -3
_major igsue in’the 1960 pre%
(dential campalgT. :
. During the | irst Eise-
lhower tepm, Democrats|
fcharged i%fét]Russia was|
igaining sup8 ority over the
"United -States in lorg-range
ibombers. | .ig
| FEARS, RAI 8 1 )
i Dulles -
iraised in int
ifense circles

e“g

ior a time im
ieach case, but that the fears
ifaded as more complete
analysis.“of Russian moves
was made. .

Dulles - said “the United
States becamg’ wary of Rus-
sian missile prdgrams in 1956
.jon the basis of the first photo-
graphs_ from  high-flying U2
‘|reconnaissancg ‘planes. !
Af that timg; he said, Rus-
|siavhad “bulky, somewhat
lawkward - but effective
ICBMs.” He said a thorough
analysis was initiated to de-
termine Russia’s missjle pro-
duction ability. 0
| “It was due to this meas-,
‘ure of incertitude during the!

late 1950s that -the national

debate over the so-called mis:
sile gap developed,” Dulles
:j{aid in an ansigle,swritten for

arper s Raad azine. .- :
‘ B acretary Robert
MeNamara admitted in 1962
that the missile gap never
oxisted. . -

ESTIMATE LOWERED

Dulles said for a time il
was uncertain whether Russia
would plunge into a huge pro-
gram, involving the eariy
ICBM or choose more orderly
development of missiles. He
said as soon as it was appai-
ent that the Russians werc
taking the gecond course, the
‘CIA lowered its estimates and
the rhissile gad ‘disappeared.
: Dulles said that i the mid:
505 Russla™ had developed
‘lotig-range heavy bomber. and
ithe c¢apacity 1o pbuild it i
lar g e numbers. Producticn
idid not increase, however, and
Dulles said the plane’s per-
formance was hot satisfactovy.
{ “The bomber gap never
{ materialiZed,”” he said.
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